520 Remarks at Homestead Air Force Base, Florida. Upon 
Presenting Unit Awards. November 26, 1962 


Gentlemen: 

1 want to express our great appreciation 
to you on behalf of the ,<ople of the United 
States, to all of you who nave taken part in 
the activities which have made it possible for 
the United States to defend its security in 
very difficult mes. 

I may say, gentlemen, that you take excel- 
lent pictures, and I’ve seen a good many of 
them. And beginning with the photographs 
which were taken on the we .end in the 
middle of October, which first gave us con- 
clusive proof of the buildup of offensive 
weapons in Cuba, through the days that 
have followed to the present time, the work 
of these two units has contributed as much 
to the securitv of the United States as any 
units in our history, and any group ci men 
in our histor’. 

We are an open society, and all that ve 
have is, in a sense, available to the world. 
We are in a struggle, though we do not wish 
it we accep’ it, with a closed system. Lhere- 
fore, the ability to detect those developments 
which directly threaten our security or those 
nations associated with us—this ability is es- 


sential to our survival, to the maintenance of 
our security and vital interests, and, in a very 
real sense, to the maintenance of peace. 

So I think that you gendemen can take 
every satisfaction in what you are doing, 
what you have done, and in what you wil 
do. We are very much indebted to you. 
And we are particularly indebted to Major 
Andersen, who was a member of or: of these 
wings, who was the cnly casuaity of the last 
few veeks, but who is symbolic, I think, of 
the willingness of a :ood many Americans 
to take great hazards on beralf of their corn- 
try. We are very much indebted to you all. 
wore: The President spoke following an inspection 
tour of the Air Force base. Outstanding unit awards 
were presented to the soS8oth Strategic Reconnais- 
sance Wing, SAC, which took the original high level 
photographs of Soviet missiles sites in Cuba, and to 
she 362d Tactical Reconnaissance Wing, TAC, which 
followed up the discovery of the missiles sites with 
detailed photographs taken while flying at great 
speed at cree-to7 levels. 

In his closing remarks the President referred to 
Air Force Major Rudolf Anderson, fr., . Greenville, 


3.C.. piler of a U-2 reconnaissance plane lost ove 
Cuba on October 27, 1962. 


